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EDUCATOR TRAINING ADDRESSES SCHOOL SAFETY
MISSOULA -
Experts from The University of Montana’s Montana Safe Schools Center will conduct 
emergency management and threat assessment training for educational leaders at a statewide 
educators’ conference Thursday in Bozeman.
The Montana Behavioral Initiative will host the training, which will take place from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Strand Union Building on the Montana State University. MBI also 
will host a three-day “active shooter” exercise to help school police officers respond to a 
school shooter scenario.
School safety, crisis management and emergency response are becoming more 
important topics for educators as the awareness of in-school violence grows nationwide, said 
Matthew Taylor, associate director of MSSC.
“More and more school leaders are requesting training and assistance in how they 
respond to major crises,” Taylor said. “It has become a vital issue. School-related violence, 
bullying and online cyber-bullying have become more frequent.”
“Fortunately, a lot of attention is now going into helping teachers, counselors and 
emergency officials better understand the threat levels within their schools,” said John
Frederikson, MSSC coordinator. He trains professionals using a specialized threat-assessment 
program developed by the U.S. Department of Education and the Secret Service.
“We use that assessment model to help school officials identify patterns that might lead 
to a crisis incident,” said Frederikson, who has more than 30 years of experience as a high 
school administrator. “If they’re aware of certain key factors, they can prevent a crisis incident 
before it ever occurs. Our goal in these trainings is to help them gain that level of awareness.” 
As part of a core group of advisers to the U.S. Department of Education on best 
practices in school emergency management, MSSC helps design and implement training 
curriculum. MSSC has received multiple federal grants since 1999 to provide training in 
emergency management and school safety.
Based at UM’s Institute for Educational Research and Service, MSSC customizes 
training and professional development programs for rural, urban and reservation schools in 
communities throughout Montana and nationwide.
m
RH/cbs
Dailies, Bozeman media 
062409viol
